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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








influenced you.  When you cover up all of the Sunday activities which you perform in the company of other Christians, what sacrifices remain belonging to the realm of your private service to God?  What bible reading?  What prayers?  What songs?  What teaching and encouragement?  What evangelism?  What benevolence and calls on the sick?  Should there not be?  If all of our spiritual investments are Sunday morning contributions, then have we not allowed the influence of a specialized, institutionalized society cause us to grow passive in our service?  We then need to consider what personal changes to make to reactivate individual Christianity as opposed to the institutional variety.


___________________________________
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constant guard to show that we believe, "that the friendship of 


the world is enmity with God". 


(Js. 4: 4) 


    Are we separated from the world, not only as we worship together today, but also as we 


go our separate ways? It is 


what God demands of us, lets strive to be so.


                                       JP





     This specialization, this automation, this institutionalizing of society can have its effect on Christians and their perception of the church.  Succumbing to this pressure, there are church institutions like missionary societies and convalescent homes which do for the local church what the local church once did for herself.  Churches take upon themselves the work of general benevolence, hospitality, education, even recreation which the Lord assigned to the home and the individual, and thus have sought to do for the home and the individual what these entities used to do for themselves.  In each case the work of the many is given to one who is ill equipped, and not commanded of God, to do for the many what the many could do better for themselves. The wisdom of God's foolish designs is magnified by the foolishness of man's wise and complex inventions.  But churches don’t have to build hospitals and gymnasiums and support





      When the people leave their bibles in the pew and don't read them at home--it is no different than when bibles were chained to the pulpit and a liturgy was read to the assembly in Latin.  To whatever extent the individual Christian no longer feels responsible for knowing his bible and defending the faith, but leaves it to the preacher and the elders, the church has been made an institution (Jude 3).


        When all the evangelism, benevolence, prayer, song and hospitality that takes place among a community of believers if of an organized, collective nature, the church is rendered institutional.


        When there is no private prayer, personal bible study, family worship, individual hospitality, good Samaritan benevolence, and kitchen table evangelism, then something has gone terribly wrong in the thinking of Christians (Matthew 25:31-46).  The local church was designed to equip the individual saints for the work of service to the building up of the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:12).  When the church becomes institutional,


the process is reversed, the individual saints equip the organization (the preachers, the teachers, the elders, etc.) to do the work of service for them and build them up at the same time.


Try this as a quick test to see if the subtlety of institutionalism has





The Subtlety of Institutionalism


By Jason Moore





It used to be that folks canned their own vegetables.  Now factories do for the many what the many once did in their own kitchens.  Once, many a mother sewed her daughter's Sunday dress.  In prosperous cultures clothing mills and shopping malls do for many a mother what many a mother once did in their sewing rooms.


�
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missionary societies or sponsoring church hierarchies to become institutional in their thinking.  It can happen in subtle ways.  And Christians need to be on guard, challenging their own thinking and activity.


        The church is made an institution when parents send their kids to bible class to learn religion just like they send them to the public schools for a secular education.  The bible class should supplement, not supplant the biblical instruction of fathers in the home (Ephesians 6:4).  If children grow up not knowing the Bible, not reciting its great stories, not fathoming its great promises, not understanding its great truths--it is not the fault of the church or her bible class program.  It is the fault of the parents.  The bible class is an expedient, not a command.  "But bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord" is a direct commandment issued to fathers.


The church is made an institution when bible study is the work of the pulpit and not the individual (2 Timothy 2:15).	 








SEPARATION





"Wherefore Come ye out from among them, and be ye 


separate, saith the Lord, And touch no unclean thing; And 


I will receive you, and will be to you a Father, and ye shall 


be to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."


  (II Cor. 6: 17)





     One of the most difficult times in life is that of 


being separated from the ones we love, especially 


if it is for an extended time. We long for the time when we will be reunited and the joy it brings.


    Many suffer these same anxieties about being separated from the world, even some that would 


call themselves Christians. One of the demands 


of God, for those who would follow Him, is to be separated from the world. After all it is the very 


thing that makes us a "peculiar people" that is a "people for God's own possession". (I Peter 2: 9) 


   The adultery of Israel was their relationship with the people of the land, which led to idolatry. God warned them over and over to separate themselves (Ezra 10: 11) for He will accept nothing else. Paul admonishes, "Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what fellowship have


 righteousness and iniquity? or what communion hath light with darkness"? (II Cor. 6: 14) (and he 


is not talking about marriage) 


    The mind of the Christian must be separate and 


apart from the mind of the world. We must be on
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Let's not forget Bro. Norm Rich and Holly


 Bro. Malcolm Smith who is still having 


some problems.


Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto


Sis. Elaine Clem and children


The many of our number who are traveling, 


Hicks; Huffs; Bruns; Gays and there may


be others.


Our efforts to acquire an evangelist are moving forward. Let us all pray for these efforts. 


_______________________________


Ladies Bible Class


Second Monday of the Month


7:30 PM


At the Building


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Joey Jackson


Song Leader---Joe Phillips


Lord's Supper---Jeff Lacquement


   Asst. 1-----Ross Statham	


   Asst. 2-----Michael Burke


   Asst. 3----- Jack Green


   Asst. 4----- Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 5-----Phillips West


2nd Prayer----Norm Rich


Scripture Reading---Cecil Douthitt


Sermon-------Mark Bowman


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Wes Guyton


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Jim Statham


Song Leader-------Jason Gaston


2nd Prayer------Rex Veteto


Scripture Reading---Ross Statham


Sermon----David Brown


Lord's Supper----Jeff Lacquement


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Ron Wood


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Michael Burke


Invitation---Joe Phillips


Closing Prayer---Philip West





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














